
 

1 May 2020 

 

Dear Parent/Carer, 
 
I hope that you and your family are safe and well. I am writing amid the mass speculation in the media at                      
present about the education sector returning to provide a service. As I write this letter we have not received                   
any direction from the Secretary of State, or any information from the Department of Education. The Prime                 
Minister has suggested plans to ‘ease’ out of this period of lockdown will be announced in the coming week. It                    
is hoped that these plans will provide some information and guidance to schools about the next steps we are                   
expected to take. As a Headteacher I hope that we are given a degree of autonomy to make local decisions                    
based on local knowledge. 
 
I want to reassure you that in the background my team and I are completing appropriate risk assessments and                   
taking proportionate action so that when we do receive any instruction we can act in a timely manner.                  
However, I do need to stress that as a school we will need to operate in a very different manner and during this                       
time I would ask for your continued patience and understanding. We will need to operate provision that                 
observes the latest government instruction, and if the 2 metre social distancing needs to continue this will                 
obviously reduce the number of students on site at any one time. As an educationalist it does not sit well                    
having to priortise one group of learners over others and we will endeavour to ensure our provision is equitable                   
where safe to do so.  
 
During this period of absence you and your families will all have had very different experiences and this will                   
create different levels of anxiety when we talk about a return. Therefore, prior to a return we will send a                    
questionnaire out to parents to complete for their child to try and capture this information, so we can provide                   
the best possible support we can. 
 
As we all eagerly await announcements this week, please be confident that we are planning for a smooth,                  
measured and most importantly safe return. I will of course write to update you all when we know more. In the                     
meantime and behalf of everyone at St Helena School, I cannot thank you all enough for your support during                   
this time. 
 
Keep safe, keep well. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 

 

Fiona Pierson 
Headteacher 
 


