
8 November 2019 

 

As I write this latest update it is hard to believe 
that we have already completed 9 school weeks 
of the year.  As you will see from the latest 
newsletter our young people have been 
incredibly busy both in and out of lessons.            
It always amazes me just how impressive and confident our young people 
are, whether it is on the sports field, in speaking competitions, supporting 
local fundraising events or being simply brilliant in their lessons.   

The results from the summer outcomes are now in the public domain and 
you can find these on the government compare schools page.  You will see 
significant progress that the St Helena community made last year across all 
key measures. However, we must continue to strive to be better and 
provide our students with the most secure platform to build future 
success.  School improvement is a journey, and St Helena School is firmly on 
that journey with a clear direction and focus for the next phase ahead, I look 
forward to sharing our future success with you.  

The half term ahead is again full of events and activities.  Our Year 11 cohort 
will venture into their Pre Public Examination period.  These provide 
students with a realistic examination experience and we will support the 
young people through this period.  A timetable of exams will be made 
available later in November. Year 9 students will continue with their SMSC 
curriculum offer and experience a Road Safety Show later this month.  St 
Helena School are proud to host the Sigma Trust Debating competition, this 
will give our young people an opportunity to speak passionately about a 
theme of their choice. All students will have the opportunity to take part in 
our Remembrance Poppy Project, a project that is run by the chaplaincy 
service, providing our students and staff the time to reflect and remember 
those we have lost. 

The build up to the festive period is always a joyful time to be surrounded 
by our young people, their excitement and enthusiasm for the festive events 
is tangible. Once again we will be holding a Christmas Concert to showcase 
our wonderful musicians, this event will be held on Tuesday 10 December.  

I would like to take the opportunity to thank you for supporting the vision 
of St Helena School, as we continue to make significant progress I will look 
forward to updating you. 

Message from the Headteacher 

10 December 

Christmas Concert 

Diary Dates 

29 November 

Non-Pupil Day 
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Remembrance at St Helena School  

Family Fun For All! 

St Helena School in the Community 



MacMillan Fundraiser 
St Helena School Food Technology students and staff have chosen to support Macmillan Cancer Support.  Cancer 
is such a cruel disease affecting so many lives. This charity aims to support those people and their families who 
are living with cancer. 

With the summer holidays now a distant memory, the start of the autumn term, back to school (joining St            
Helena School for me) and time for the 'Annual Macmillan World's Biggest Coffee (and cake!) Morning’.            
Nothing like winding down to the half-term holiday after a hard eight week half term; instead let’s do a whole 
school 'bakeathon', of course! 

I would like to say a heartfelt 'thank you' to all parents and carers, students and staff  who kindly donated             
ingredients for this great cause as we couldn't have achieved what we did without your generosity.  Our          
students really did us proud with their culinary skills,  creativity and determination.  I am proud to say we must 
have a fair few budding Paul Hollywood's and Mary Berry's amongst them and I am sure that you will join me in       
congratulating our students and my fellow Technology staff on the awesome selection of bakes and the final  
total raised of £283.83. 

So, dare I say, 'same time next 
year?' 

Mrs Rys-Hand 
Faculty Leader 
Technology 

 

National Democracy Week 
At St Helena School we are very keen to help students to develop leadership skills and for our young people to        

increase their awareness of democracy and the impact that  individuals can have on the world around them.  
 

We were delighted to be able to support Essex County Councils celebration of National Democracy Week by taking 

part in an interactive session in its Council Chamber which provided our students with an insight into local and   

national democracy, quizzes and also a Q & A session with members.  The students really enjoyed the chance to 

speak aloud and compete against each other as well as being able to share their knowledge in the wonderful setting 

of the County Hall building. 

“We as a student body got to go as a group of 30 students and 4 

teachers to the Essex County Council Hall to answer a quiz all about  

Democracy.  It was a mind-opening experience that really allowed 

us further insight into how the council works and makes its              

decisions that affect all of us.  I really enjoyed the experience,       

especially the Q&A we had with a member of the council after the 

quiz.  Also, I think it was a good thing for the people who were      

chosen to come (people who ran for student council) as they can 

now use their new-found knowledge and skill set to further our 

great school’s future. 

This is the first time St Helena School have attended this amazing 

event, and I hope it’s not the last!”  Jack, Year 9 



Raytheon Quadcopter Challenge 
On Friday 25 October  the St Helena School team, Seb, Josh, 

Tito, Damian & Taylor - Land of the Rising Drones - won the 
Raytheon Quadcopter Regional Competition,  the theme for 
all teams was Japan. 
 

Their Quadcopter was fitted with a GPS tracker and                
Radiation counter (built in Arduino Club) which could be 

used to map the background count in a nuclear                      
disaster such as Fukushima. 
 

The team (pictured receiving their award) scored 100% 
from the judges for their amazing multimedia presentation! 
 

Skilful team pilots Damian and Taylor got amazingly fast 
times in the event, flying through hoops and around              

obstacles.  
 

The team were also commended on their innovative 3D 
printed landing gear and lightweight aluminium prop 

guards. 
 

Following their win the team have been invited to represent 
St Helena School at the UK National finals in Birmingham on 
the 13 of November 2019. 

Here at St Helena, we are starting our journey to become an international Green Flag Award Eco-School. The                 
programme is designed to raise environmental awareness among young people and is run by the environmental charity 
keep Britain Tidy.  Internationally, the programme is the largest educational programme in the world, present in 67 
countries and 52,000 schools.  Our school is now part of this global community working to create environmental change 
for the benefit of future generations. 
  
The Eco-Schools programme empowers students, raises environmental awareness, improves the school environment 
and can also lead to financial savings for schools.  Being an active member of the programme will be something our     
students will remember for the rest of their lives. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 Biodiversity  Marine 

 Energy  School Grounds 

 Global Citizenship  Transport 

 Healthy Living  Waste 

 Litter  Water 

Every school taking part in the Eco-Schools programme       
follows the same simple Seven Step framework that takes 
schools between one and two academic years to complete. 
After achieving our first Green Flag, our school can continue 
in the programme to gain multiple Green Flags.  One of the 
most exciting things about the programme is that the process 
is designed to engage a whole school and its wider communi-
ty – which is why we have taken the time to inform you 
about our participation. 
  
If students would like to get involved in the Eco-School            
programme by sharing their time, ideas or skills please              
contact us.  
  
 

We hope you are as excited about our Eco-Journey 
as we are. 

The programme focuses on ten important global  
issues: 

ECO-School Green Flag Award 



Students Shine at the First Sigma Careers Convention  
 

On 9 October 2019, our Year 11 students attended the first SIGMA Careers Convention, at Tendring       
Education Centre in Jaywick Lane, Clacton on sea. 
 
Students had the opportunity to browse over 80 stalls, each offering an insight into a variety of different 
careers.  In the weeks leading up to the event, students worked hard to prepare during a series of form 
time careers sessions. 
 
Ms Thorman, School Careers Coordinator said: “The first SIGMA Careers Convention was a great success, 
students appeared keen to make the most of this fantastic opportunity, speaking to many providers and 
gathering as much information as possible.” 
 
On the day, education and training providers included Easton & Otley College, Access Creative College, 
Writtle University College, The Sixth Form College Colchester, Philip Morant School & College,      
Thurstable School and Sixth Form College, SIGMA Sixth and Colchester Institute, amongst many others.  
 
Providers such as NOVA Training and WS Training and employers including Hiscox, Birketts LLP, Ford 
Motor Company, Colchester & Ipswich Museums and Milsom Hotels and Restaurants were also available 
to discuss apprenticeships, traineeships and employment opportunities.  
 
There were also a range of Higher Education providers present, including Anglia Ruskin University, The 
University of Suffolk and The University of Essex.  Many of our Year 11 students seized this opportunity 
to ask questions about progression beyond further education, demonstrating a commendable level of       
maturity and excellent attitude towards learning 
 
The Uniformed Services hosted popular stands at the event, many of our students spoke to Essex Police, 
the Royal Air Force, The Royal Navy & Royal Marines and HM Forces Army - 254 Medical Regiment.  
 
Mr Mackenzie, Head of Upper School & Year 11, said: “The behaviour and attitude of Year 11 at the     

SIGMA Careers Convention was impeccable! They were a credit to themselves and the school.”  

 

 

 

  

  

 

 

Careers 



Book Review 

Jason Reynold’s book Long Way Down (YA) 
tells its story in short, staccato narrative 
verse.  This coincides with Black History 
Month and National Poetry Day which both 
fell in October.  The novel that takes place 
in an elevator as Will travels down                    
deciding whether he will get revenge on 
the guy who killed his brother. 

A cannon. A strap. 
A piece. A biscuit. 
A burner. A heater. 
A chopper. A bat. 
A hammer 
A tool for RULE 
  

As the elevator moves down and stops on 
each floor someone connected to his  
brother gets on to give Will a piece to a   
bigger story than the one he thinks he 

knows.  A story that might never know an 
END...if WILL gets off that elevator. 

The book is a tense examination of teenage violence. If you are interested in narrative 
verse then think about reading The Poet X by Elizabeth Acevedo or Cloud Busting by 

Malorie Blackman.  

A heart warming story which you wish 
would never end, while teaching children 
about the world we live in today.  It pulls 
on your heartstrings and pulls the emotion 
out of you.  You get to see the brilliant    
ideas of four young, smart children and 
their plans to help their new friend.  When 
you think all is going well, another road-
block appears in their way causing another 
huge twist in the tale. 

If I could describe this book in three words 
it would be "touching, emotional and      
incredible” 

Looking for something new to read then try, Boy At The Back Of The Class  By Onjali Q. 
Rauf. Here is a review from Year 7 Finley:  

Student Review 

Learning Resource Centre 



Year 7 Reading Survey 

Could All Year 7s check their emails. There is a reading survey for you to complete.  

Accelerated Reader Round-Up 
 

The top three places for the AR League in September were;  

So congratulations to Mr Goldrick's 7A3 class and Ms Davis 8Z6 class.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other notable achievements:  In Year 8 Amanda and Vivien had the most AR passes with 6 each.  

Amanda also move up the most levels, 7. Clarissa read the most words during the month reaching an 
amazing 200,000.  

In Year 7 Stanislaw got the most passes with 5. Jim and Mathieu moved up the most levels – 3 each and 
Hajar read the most words 113. 

 

Year 7 
Class                      Pts 
7A3        JGL         48 
7B3        GCA       35 
7A5        JGL         27 

Year 8 
Class                      Pts 
8Z6         FDA        92 
8Z3         GCA       86 
8Z1         GCA       83 

Year 7 Roald Dahl Winners  
 

Congratulations to Krista and Finley our joint-winners of the Roald Dahl competition.  

 

 

Learning Resource Centre 

Ms Davis & Mr Goldrick, with Stanislaw collecting their class prizes.  



School Photographs Our pupils have been photographed by the award-

winning Carmel Jane Photography team. Your child will have brought home an A5 
flyer containing a QR code to their individual gallery. If your child is in Year 11 their 
group photograph will appear in their individual  gallery. The photos are of a very 
high quality so we are sure you will want to view them.  Please log in using the          
information on the flyer. If you have lost your code, please contact the school office.  
If you need assistance ordering your image, please contact the Carmel Jane Team on: 
www.carmeljane.co.uk  Telephone: 01277 822674     

Email: info@carmeljane.co.uk  

Medication  We are no longer able to issue any non prescription medication without 

prior written consent. If your son/daughter may need medication during the school day 
please could you send it in the original box with either a note or a completed medication 
consent form. Consent forms can be downloaded from our website or available from the 
Front Office or the Medical Room. If you have any queries please contact Ms Wild in the 
Medical Room.  

Road Safety  - Polite Reminder 
The yellow zig zag areas outside of school should be kept clear.  Parents are asked not to use the school car park as a 

drop off or collection point.  Thank you for your assistance. 

Entrance Instructions to St Helena School  
All students will now enter through the far West gate into the West playground and  canteen  area. Students can    

enter site from 8am and must stay in the West side of the school - playground, undercover area and canteen. When 

the bell sounds students can make their way to their form room . 

  

All bike traffic must go along the Play Football path to lock their bikes in the shed.  Students must then walk back up 

the path and use the same far West gate to enter the school.   

  

Any students who arrive to school between 8:35 am - 9:00 am should use the West Entrance as this is where the late 

gate has been moved to.  

  

Any students arriving to school after 9:00 am should use the main central gate.  

   

Exit Instructions from St Helena School  
 Any student who is catching a bus must wait in the West corridor for their bus.  

 Any student who walks West towards Hilly Fields must also leave through the West gate.  

 All students who walk East towards Town must leave through the Play Football path.  

 All cyclists will also leave through the Play Football path.  

 We are aiming to reduce the traffic at the front of our school and hope that these measures will allow us to do this.   

Useful Information 

There is a new system in place for students who get a bus from outside of school.  Students now queue inside the 

school, where it is warm and dry and staff on duty let students know when their bus has arrived.  

Bus Queuing System  

http://www.carmeljane.co.uk/
mailto:info@carmeljane.co.uk


Extra Curricular Activities 
New Clubs 

STEM - Warhammer Club 

This half term we have launched a new STEM club – Warhammer! Set in the 

far flung future or in the magical realms of Sigmar, Warhammer is a hobby 

where participants can build and paint armies and play games.  So far we have                    

designed and painted our own space marine chapters.  Here is what some of 

the students have to say about it: 

Josh – Year 7 -  

“It is really fun, because I just like hanging out with my friends, meeting new 

friends and also the games as they are really action packed!” 

Harrison - Year 7 -                                                                                                                                                                                     

“I really enjoy the club – learning to paint the models is really complex but 

very rewarding once you are finished.” 

Ibrahim – Year 9 - 

“I find Warhammer a fun club to catch up with my friends and the figures and 

painting uses a lot of mental skills. It’s a great place to calm yourself down if 

you need to relax.” 
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     Designing a Space Marine 

Painting our Designed Chapter 



Extra Curricular  
Activities 

Monday 

  Club Times Location Who to see/ How to sign  up 

Lunch time French Club 1.25pm- 2.05pm Room 27 Mrs Longshaw 

  Girls 
Basketball  
Years 9-11 

1.25pm- 2.05pm PE Department Mrs  Brown 

After school Homework club 
  

3.05pm-4.05pm LRC Mrs Wrobel 
or Ms Martin 

  VEX Robotic 3.05pm-5.00pm Room 53 Mr James 
Sign up required 

  Netball  
Year 7 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Miss Taylor 

Tuesday 

  Club Times Location Who to see/ How to sign  up 

Lunch time Drone club 1.25pm- 2.05pm Room 53 Mr James 
sign up required 

  KS3 Band 1.25pm- 2.05pm Room 15 Mrs Davis 

After school Warhammer 3.10pm-4.30pm Room 44 Mr Johnson 
sign up required 

  Arduino 3.05pm-5.00pm Room 56 Mr James 
sign up required 

  Rugby  
Years 7 and 8 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Mr Goldrick and Mr Wray 

  Running club  
Years 7-11 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Mr Stammer and Mr Woulf          Per-
mission slip required 

  KS3 and Group( s) 4 3.05pm- 3.50pm Room 15 Mrs Davis 

Breakfast club every morning Mon – Fri 08.00am – 08.30am no registration required  



Wednesday 

  Club Times Location Who to see/ How to sign  up 

Lunch time Keyboard Club 1.25pm- 2.05pm Room 16 Miss Cann 

  PlayFootball  
Years 10 and 11 

1.25pm- 2.05pm PlayFootball Open session, bring your own ball 

  Boys Basketball 
Years 7-9 

1.25pm- 2.05pm PE Department Mr Goldrick and Mr Wray 

  Film club 1.25pm- 2.05pm Art department Miss Mayne 

 Horrible Histories 
Club 

1:25pm - 2:05pm Room 39 Miss Mulhern 

After school Homework club 
  

3.05pm-4.05pm LRC Mrs Wrobel 
or Ms Martin 

  STEM 3.05pm-4.15pm Room 50 Miss Clark 
sign up required 

  Girls  Basketball 
Year 7 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Mr Blaydes 

  Netball 
 Years 8-11 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Miss Leppard and Mrs Brown 

  Football   
Years 7-9 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Mr Goldrick and Mr Wray 

  Theatre Club 3.05pm-4.05pm East Hall Miss Hall 

 Girls Football Club 
All Years 

3:15pm—4:15pm Playfootball Mrs  Browne 

Extra Curricular  
Activities 



Thursday 

  Club Times Location Who to see/ How to sign  up 

Lunch time Playfootball 
 Years 8 and 9 

1.25pm- 2.05pm Playfootball Open session, bring your 
own ball 

  Year 9-11  
Exam PE students 
(Practical Sports) 

1.25pm- 2.05pm   Miss Leppard 

  Art club Years 7 
and 8 

1.30pm- 2.00pm Art department Miss Adams-Beales 
limited spaces 

  Keyboard Club 1.25pm- 2.05pm Room 16 Miss Cann for KS3 only 

After school Drone club 3.05pm-4.30pm Room 53 Mr James 
sign up required 

Friday 

  Club Times Location Who to see/ How to sign  
up 

Lunch time PlayFootball  
Years 7 and 10 

1.25pm- 2.05pm PlayFootball Open session, bring your 
own ball 

After school Choir 3.05pm-4.00pm Room 16 Miss Cann 

  Girls Basketball 
Years 7 and  8 

3.15pm-4.15pm PE Department Mr Blaydes 

Extra Curricular  
Activities 





Useful Links 

 

Useful Links 

http://www.go4schools.com 

 

On Go 4 Schools you can see your child’s reports, progress, timetable, homework and            

attendance. To register the site you must have an email address  registered with the 

school. 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.parentpay.com/Parents/Login 

 

ParentPay is our online payment system. 

Term Dates 2019/20 
 

Autumn Term  3 September 2019 (Year 7 only)  19 December 2019  

   4 September 2018 (Whole School)       (School will close at 1:25pm) 

     

Half Term  28 October 2019    1 November 2019 

 

Christmas Holiday 20 December 2019    3 January 2020 

  

Spring Term  6 January 2020    3 April 2020 

                       (School will close at 1:25pm) 

 

Half Term  17 February 2020    21 February 2020 

  

Easter Holidays 6 April 2020     17 April 2020 

   

Summer Term  20 April 2020     17 July 2020 

          (School will close at 1:25pm)

         

Bank Holiday  Bank Holiday Friday 8 May 2020 

 

Half Term  25 May 2020     29 May 2020 

 

 

There are five non-pupil days:  

2 September 2019           

29 November 2019 

24 February 2020 

20 July 2020 

21 July 2020 

https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login  

 

ClassCharts is an online system which teachers and 

school staff use to track achievement and behaviour . 

https://www.classcharts.com/parent/login

