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Our Curriculum Intent Statement 
 

We will work in collaboration across the Sigma Trust to provide a holistic educational 

experience that ensures no child is left behind. We want our students to experience the joy 

of learning, through a coherent, rigorous and appropriate curriculum that will leave them 

well-qualified for the next stage in their education and future.  

We believe that for young people to thrive, our curriculum must build their character, 

develop their skills, expand their knowledge, advance their thinking and foster their 

imagination.  

From their experience at St Helena School, across the taught curriculum and through 

enrichment activities, we want our students to grow into lifelong learners who can adapt to 

whatever challenges and opportunities the future will bring them. 

Joy 

We want St Helena students to continue experiencing the awe and wonder of discovery that 

is so prevalent in the best Primary education but which can be lost in the pressures of a 

Secondary curriculum. 

Coherent 

We want our curriculum to promote the development of capabilities across – not just within 

– subject areas. Programmes of study should be ‘vertically integrated’ so it is clear how 

material taught in each year builds on previous learning, including Primary experiences.  

Rigorous 

We want our programmes of study to actively teach ‘disciplinary literacy’ - the habits of mind 

and ways of thinking that are specific to each subject, and which can only be developed 

through sustained engagement with each discipline.  

Appropriate 

We want our curriculum to prepare St Helena students for their future lives in a changing 

world. Pathways through the curriculum must be tailored to blend the appropriate academic 

and vocational experiences individual students will need for progression to their intended 

destinations. 

Well Qualified 

We want our curriculum to ensure that students are able to achieve qualifications that will 

formally recognise their knowledge and skills, allowing them to meet the relevant entry 

requirements for the next stage in their education.  

Lifelong Learners 

We want our curriculum to prepare St Helena students for a life where they will never stop 

learning, by equipping them with the five key attributes we believe will be essential to their 

future success and well-being. 



Five Key Attributes Our Curriculum Will Promote 
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Thinking  
 

Critical Thinking 

Sense-making is difficult to automate; it is a skill workers will increasingly need to capitalise 

on as we renegotiate the human/machine division of labour. 

Across the curriculum, students will be supported to make sense of the information 

they are given and move beyond descriptions and explanations into analysis, synthesis 

and evaluation. 

Logical Thinking 

Logic and algorithms are the fundaments on which many new technologies are built. There 

are huge opportunities for those who can master them. 

Programmes of study will incorporate problems that can be solved using logical or 

computational thinking, and students will be guided on the processes that lead to a 

solution. 

Ethical Thinking 

Many of the biggest challenges of the Fourth Industrial Revolution are ethical, not technical. 

As algorithms increasingly augment or replace human decision-making, ethical responses 

will need to be coded for specific situations. Such decisions will not be made by 

programmers alone. 

In all areas of the curriculum, students will be challenged to develop a sense of what is 

morally and ethically correct, and be required to justify their moral and ethical position 

on key issues in each subject.  

 

Imagination  
 

Creativity 

In an increasingly automated world, the creative and entertainment industries will continue 

to be driven by human artistic endeavour. Opportunities in these areas will be immense for 

those who have the imagination to create something new. 

Programmes of study will include activities that encourage students to apply their 

imagination across a wide range of creative areas including art, music, drama, writing, 

speaking, design, coding and media creation. 

Flair 

In a global economy, an ability to stand out from the human and digital competition will be 

increasingly essential to success. Having ‘flair’ in their chosen field – bringing imaginative 

new approaches – will help to set individuals apart.  



Whilst flair cannot be directly taught, it can be identified and nurtured if the 

curriculum offers opportunities for it to be demonstrated. Students will evaluate the 

‘great works’ in every subject area, to inspire them to push the boundaries of their own 

performance. 

Innovation 

The entrepreneurial ability to harness imagination, think laterally and challenge conventions 

in order to come up with new products or services will remain the preserve of human input 

for some time to come. 

Through the taught curriculum and enrichment activities, students will be encouraged 

to use their imagination to adapt existing solutions in novel ways, or develop brand 

new methods of achieving the desired result. 

 

Character  
 

Self-Belief 

Young people will need more than just qualifications to build successful lives; they will need 

the confidence to go out into the world and compete.  

Through opportunities in the taught curriculum, and through enrichment activities 

that incorporate a strong element of personal challenge, students will learn to take 

pride in their achievements. 

Resilience 

Learning without failure isn’t learning. In a world which constantly throws up new challenges, 

students must be ready to get things wrong, correct their mistakes and try again. 

Assessment opportunities across the curriculum will be designed to foster a growth 

mindset in everything that students do, seeking the incremental improvements and 

marginal gains which will lead to real, sustained progress. 

Independence 

Tasks which can be completed simply by following instructions are, increasingly, tasks which 

can be automated. The ability to self-manage, recall information and apply it to solve 

problems without direct supervision will be a necessity for future work. 

The curriculum will be delivered through lessons where students will regularly be 

required to work independently, applying their learning without direct teacher input.  

 

 



Knowledge  
 

Breadth 

Students are growing up with unprecedented digital access to knowledge, thanks to 

increasingly powerful algorithms which can surface relevant information. But without their 

own learned knowledge of each subject’s conventions, terminology and big ideas, students 

will be unable to craft the right questions to ask.  

The curriculum will ensure students acquire a broad knowledge base in the core 

subjects and across the arts, humanities and languages. Every student will have the 

opportunity to study the full Ebacc, alongside an extensive vocational offer.  

Depth 

The ideal worker of the future will have knowledge that is ‘T shaped’ – they will possess a 

sound general understanding across a range of disciplines but will also have deep expertise 

in their chosen field. Whilst the purpose of a Secondary curriculum is not to create subject 

experts, it must contain sufficient depth to help students choose a future specialism. 

Sufficient time will be allocated in subject programmes for detailed exploration of key 

topics, so that learning goes beyond ‘skating over the surface’ and allows students to 

acquire the knowledge base they will build on, should they choose to specialise in that 

subject post-16.    

Interdisciplinary 

Many of today’s problems are too complex to be solved by one specialised discipline. 

Understanding how specific knowledge in one subject area links to that in other areas will be 

essential in building interdisciplinary solutions. 

Programmes of study will incorporate activities that cross traditional topic or subject 

boundaries, to identify links that will allow students to apply their subject knowledge 

in a different context. 

 

Skills  
 

Oracy & Literacy 

Being able to interpret textual information rapidly and accurately will remain a key skill in all 

sectors, as will the ability to craft persuasive written and spoken arguments.   

Students will be expected to read, write and speak regularly in every subject, 

expanding their vocabulary, developing their ability to write fluently and building their 

confidence to present and discuss their findings with eloquence. 



Numeracy 

In a world of increasingly automated analysis and statistical overload, the need to evaluate 

outputs for sense and accuracy will remain. 

Programmes of study will require students to perform calculations, interpret data and 

present numeric information in a range of contexts, across all appropriate subject 

areas.  

Specialised Skills 

With change being the only certainty in any future career, the ability to rapidly acquire new 

skills in areas previously not studied will be crucial.  

Subject areas will identify and model the key skills students need to acquire, and coach 

students in the most effective methods of practising and enhancing those skills. 

 

 

 

 

 


