
 

 

GCSE and Vocational exams 2021 Year 11 

Dear Parents/Carers,  
 
As I’m sure you have seen the government made the announcement yesterday evening on summer               
exams stating that; 
 
“In the circumstances, we do not think it is possible for all exams in the summer to go ahead as                    
planned. We will accordingly be working with Ofqual to consult rapidly to put in place alternative                
arrangements that will allow students to progress fairly.” 
 
Quite rightly both yourselves and our students will have questions as to how this will impact their                 
grades in the summer and if they will sit any exams. I assure you, we, as teachers, have these same                    
questions. At the moment we are awaiting further information from the DfE and Ofqual and as soon as                  
we have these answers we will communicate them with you.  
 
January / February 2021 - Actual Exams for Vocational Subjects 
 
The DfE last night confirmed that all official Vocational exams scheduled for the new year will go ahead                  
uninterrupted. After seeking further clarification from the exam boards this morning, this was confirmed              
to be correct.  
 
I am very mindful of the anxieties our students may be feeling and for some they have not been able to                     
adequately prepare for various reasons. However some will have spent a vast amount of time revising                
and preparing and therefore feel ready to sit this exam. Therefore we would like to give you the option                   
to withdraw your child from their January Vocational exam.  
 
Please be aware that by withdrawing them they will not be awarded any marks.  
There also might not be another chance for the student to sit the exam which could have an impact on                    
their overall grade in the summer. Especially if this is their first time of sitting.  
 
After the Prime Minister’s announcement above, we have limited understanding at this time if there will                
be further changes to the vocational qualifications before the Summer.  
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If your child is sitting their exam for a second time to try and improve their mark, it would be beneficial                     
to contact their class teacher to discuss this further before making a decision.  
 
Should you wish to withdraw your child from the exams please email exam.enquiries@sthsch.com at              
least 24 hours before their scheduled exam to inform us.  
 
If we do not hear from you we will assume your child will be sitting their exam as planned, we ask that                      
they arrive at school no earlier than 20 minutes before the start time. School uniform is not required.  
 
Please note that this is a rapidly evolving situation and this information is correct as of 2.30pm today.                  
Should there be any further update we will communicate that to you as quickly as possible.  
 
January 2021 - Pre-Public Exams (Mocks)  
 
Although the Summer 2020 Centre Assessed Grades that were issued to last year’s exam candidates 
were based on multiple criteria, it proved invaluable to have a full set of PPE exam results to help 
establish student's final grades. 
 
Therefore, it still remains a priority to deliver a safe schedule of PPE exams once the students return. 
 
Going forward  
 
In this moment of uncertainty, where we cannot control what is happening but only our response to the                  
situation, the most important thing our students can do is to continue to attend all their remote learning                  
lessons. Our staff will be preparing lessons to ensure they have the required knowledge and skills in                 
anticipation for whatever route is determined in the summer and will be available to answer any of their                  
questions.  
 
Please encourage your children to make the best use of their sessions and access not only the online 
learning resources but also continue to revise for the pre-public exams.  
 
We know these are challenging and uncertain times for us all, please be assured we are here to 
support you and your family.  
 
As always thank you for your continued support. 
 
Serena Kay 
Assistant Head Teacher 
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