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What does “Her face as serious as a 
sermon” mean? 

A sermon is a religious speech, so “As 
serious as a sermon” could suggest that 
the teacher is very sensible and strict 
and is always following the rules. She is 
profoundly serious because she is a 
headteacher, so to the children she has 
to seem like she doesn’t want any 
nonsense and won’t excuse any bad 
behaviour.

  Research and find out as much as you can about Yew trees.

One of the world's oldest wooden artifacts is made from yew: a spearhead found in Essex, UK, dated at 
450,000 years old. Yew wood is extremely hard-wearing and was used in the Middle Ages to make the 
traditional English longbow: a weapon that helped the English win famous battles against the French, 
such as Agincourt in 1415. More recently a chemical found in yew, called taxol, has been found to have 
anti-cancer effects. They have since been synthesised and are now being used in the treatment of breast, 
ovarian and lung cancers.


